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From the Commander
Anthony J. (Tony) Asterita

49th F.I.S. (1960 - 1963)

It was difficult for me to send out the 
recent email blast advising you that 
the 2018 reunion was cancelled.  The 
present state of the 49th FSA appears 
to be a natural progression in the life 

shared by all associations that were born in the strife of 
WW II, against a common enemy, and when the entire 
country came together.  

The personal and group cohesiveness burgeoning at 
that time helped ignite the 49th FSA and sustained us 
through more than 70 years.  But like a tidal wave that 
travels a thousand miles and becomes much smaller, so 
too with organizations.  Many associations experience 
this same process; perhaps you have seen this happen.

As generations replace generations, our veterans of 
WW II are leaving and the vividness of their wartime 
memories, shared with all of us, fades with time.  Such 
is life, and this is no different than all significant events 
throughout history.  It is worthwhile to note that the 
Army Air Forces had 2.5 million people in 1945. 
Today the Air Force has about 0.35 million. New 
‘blood’ would certainly resolve this issue, but numbers 
of those departing far outweigh those entering the mix.  
But we will continue to try.

There’s a great painting 
by Norman Rockwell - 
‘Homecoming Marine’ and 
you can easily find it online.  
The first-hand story told by 
the marine becomes second 
-hand when later  told  by those 
listening to him.  The two young 
boys in that painting would be 
in their ‘80s today, and their 
memory of the marine’s story 
fades to third-hand accounts, and so on.  However, we 
owe our best efforts to our senior members and their 
families who have been with the 49th FSA since its 
inception.  So what do we do?  

For starters, we continue with activities already in 
place. The Hangman Newsletters and website and the 
Frank Mullinax Memorial Fund will continue.  In fact 
we are completing the overhauling our website and 
it will be ready for your review shortly.  We are also 
maintaining a close relationship with the 49th FTS.  

Lt Col Macesak, Commander of the 49th Fighter 
Training Squadron in Columbus, Mississippi shares 
our concern.  He is committed to help us keep our 
relationship alive and has mentioned the possibility 
of an informal reunion in Columbus for as many 
members who would like to attend. This could include 
simulator support on the Friday, a cook-out social 
on Saturday, with everyone departing on Sunday. 
Cost would be low and it gets people together. Your 
feedback on this possibility would help.  A short note 
back to me via email would be appreciated as these 
types of social gatherings are of the utmost  importance 
to our Association.  This proposed mini-reunion could 
be held as early as next April or May.

There are a few other things to relate to you.  On a sad 
note, we lost Paul Scoskie on 21 February.  Paul was 
our historian and supported the Association for many 
years with articles that appeared in our newsletters.  
Thanks to Paul our rich history was shared and kept 
alive; we will miss him.  

Also in this newsletter is an article about a memorial 
ceremony held on 8 May at Camarets sur Aigues, 
France  for Lt. Donald Tracy, a 49th P-38 pilot killed 
in action in August 1944.  Your Association helped 
make this ceremony a success. As more ceremonies 
are planned in France for other downed pilots of that 
war, the 49th FSA will be involved and continue to 
support and preserve our heritage and tradition.  This 
enhances the momentum toward the goal of increasing 
our membership and interest in our annual reunions.  

Expect an email blast in a few weeks to further 
discuss an informal reunion in Columbus to include 
scheduling and agenda, but  first your feedback on 
thoughts and suggestions would be helpful.  
Thank you dear 49ers, stay well, check our 
web site, and God Bless America. 
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Lt. donaLd a. tracy cereMony and MeMoriaL 
By A. Asterita

On 8 May there was a very significant event that 
continues to highlight our tradition and proud history.   
This was a Memorial ceremony held in Camarets sur 
Aigues, a small city just East of Orange, France.  The 
ceremony honored Lt. Donald Tracy, 49th Fighter 
Squadron P-38 pilot, killed in action 13 August 1944.  
This is the town where Lt. Tracy’s plane was hit by 
ground fire and crashed.

We sincerely thank and are humbled by Mr. Nico 
Courtine whose efforts made the ceremony for Lt. 
Tracy possible.  This ceremony is the latest in a long 
list of similar events orchestrated by Nico to honor 
American warriors killed in action during WW II to 
liberate France.  It is also the third ceremony in which 
your 49th FSA contributed with letters that were read 
at each occasion.  Most noteworthy at every event was 
the commitment and respect of the French people.

In Nico’s own words:

“I am happy to see that 200 French came voluntarily 
to gather and honor these pilots. Throughout the 
ceremony, everyone remained silent, the speech of 
the mayor and the letters were listened to religiously, 
with great respect.  After the bell to the dead and 
the American national anthem, all the voices rose to 
sing together “the Marseillaise” the French national 
anthem. Sung for your fallen soldiers 74 years ago 
for our Freedom. Your pilots are our children by the 
bloodshed on our soil, willing to defend a country and 
people they did not know, engaged in the struggle of 
civilizations to defend the free world and its values, 
out of friendship of a brotherly people and for their 
Homeland”.

We are very proud to have Nico as a life member 
of the 49th FSA and to have helped Nico to prepare 
for this event.  Not only did we provide a floral 
wreath with banner, but in February we located and 
contacted Karin and Christine Tracy, two nieces of Lt. 
Tracy.  We coordinated with them, introduced them 
to Nico, and both ladies flew from Vancouver WA to 
France to represent the Tracy family.  Karin prepared 
and delivered a short speech expressing her deep 
appreciation.  It reads in part:

 “........ It touches our hearts to know that he is still 
remembered after all these years. On behalf of our 
family we thank you from the bottom of our hearts on 
this memorable occasion. It is something we will always 
remember. Words cannot express our appreciation”.

The photos of the ceremony accompanying this 
article are only a few of the many sent by Nico.  
Attendees included the Mayor as well as other French 
dignitaries.  The photos tell the commitment of the 
French people - from dignitaries to children.  Their 
respect and appreciation is apparent.

Your 49th FSA also prepared a letter which was 
translated to French and was read at the ceremony.  
Our thoughts were expressed as follows:

“Mayor Philippe De Beauregard, civil and military 
authorities, representatives of the city council, 
presidents of associations, Mr Hervé Auriach, Mrs 
Angèle Maimone, Ladies Chris and Karin Tracy, Mr. 
Nicholas Courtine, French and American friends, 
people of Camarets sur Aigues.

We members of the 49th Fighter Squadron 
Association very much appreciate this honor you 
bestow on Lt. Donald Tracy.  It is truly right and 
proper to celebrate this occasion for him.  Along with 
many other young men who paid the ultimate sacrifice 
for freedom, Lt. Tracy’s sacrifice represents the highest 
level of commitment to the treasured liberties of the 
French and American people. 

This is a splendid ceremony, and perfectly set to 
honor our fallen hero.  However, in time memories of 
this day will fade, but the sacrifice and commitment 
commemorated this day will never fade. Not only are 
these emblazoned on this plaque, they are an integral 
part of the evolving heritage of our two nations, and 
well represented here at Camarets sur Aigues.

Continued on Page 3
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This is a very special place.  Throughout history, patterns of civilization were formed, cherished, and nurtured 
in this region.  We continue to live these today, thanks in part to the sacrifices of men such as Lt. Tracy.  May God 
embrace his soul and may God continue to bless France and the United States of America”.

Continued from Page 2

The 49th FIS was scheduled to convert to the F-15 in 
1986. This had progressed to the selection of an F-15 Ops 
officer who came to Griffiss AFB on a permissive TDY 
house-hunting trip. Maintenance sent several personnel 
for F-15 training, and they were well into planning the 
F-15’s bed-down. Ops had developed an F-15 RTU prep 
course. Maj. (now Lt. Gen.) Dave Deptula came from the 
F-15 RTU at Tyndall to fly with us and help develop our 
course. A few squadron pilots went to Tyndall to learn 
from their F-15 RTU instructors, sitting in on briefings and 
flying in the F-15’s back seat to help with the transition 
course. Our squadron commander was selecting the pilots 
who would transition to the F-15.

the LaSt dayS oF the F-106 in the 49th FiS
 

By Bobby Armour

It was all for naught, however, as our conversion to the 
F-15 fell prey to force realignments and cutbacks. The 
USAF announced that our squadron would deactivate, 
and a personnel team came to Griffiss to work on new 
assignments. Shortly after that, New York Senator 
Alphonse D’Amato publicly questioned our closing 
based upon our squadron’s key contributions to the 
national defense, and its adverse economic impact 
on our community, plus it was an election year. The 
USAF advised the Senator that they would reevaluate 
our closing, and extended the closure for one year. This 
occurred in early 1985 with our adjusted deactivation set 

reprinted in part FroM the May 2018 newSLetter oF the F-106 aSSociation

Continued on Page 4
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Paul Scoskie
March 1934 - February 2018

Harold Harper
December 1921 - June 2017

fly, but the F-106 was easy to love. It had arguably the 
best and cleanest lines of any fighter ever built, and it 
was truly fun to fly. Pilots in particular take a special 
liking to their jet, the one with their name on the canopy. 
Mine was tail number 136, and I was not bashful about 
letting it be known that 136 was the cream of the crop! 
Other pilots in our squadron felt the same about their 
jets resulting in ongoing banter and exaggeration about 
whose jet was the best.  

As July 1, 1987 approached, General Lary proved good 
to his word, and we received the assignments we wanted. 
In fact, when Capt. John “Jazz” Jannazo was told that 
he had an F-15 assignment to Bitburg AB, Germany, he 
told the personnel folks that he had asked for an F-15 
to Soesterberg, and they changed his assignment to 
Soesterberg. 

We took opportunities to celebrate the last active duty 
days of the F-106 in the USAF. We had champagne on the 
ramp following our last training sortie at Griffiss, and we 
had a huge farewell party for the last of the 49ers at our 
Officers Club. At that party, we were faced with listening 
to everyone give a going away speech. To preclude an all 
night affair, Jazz had everyone put their hand in a bucket 
of ice water while delivering their farewell address. As 
long as our hand was in the ice water, we could speak, 
but as soon as it came out, we were done. Jazz showed 
up with a rubber glove, but I did not let him get away 
with wearing it.

  Jim Parker and I sat for our last night of USAF active 
duty air defense alert in the F-106. On the next day, we 
launched our last five flyable aircraft to Davis-Monthan 
AFB, AZ for storage in the bone yard awaiting conversion 
to QF-106 drones. Our pilots in the five-ship included 
Lt. Col. Bill Thomas, Maj. Dan Kerecman, Maj. Bobby 
Armour, Capt. John Jannazo and Capt. Jim Parker. Jazz 
only made it as far as McConnell where a hydraulic 
system failure forced him leave his jet to be picked up 
later as he started F-15 training a few days after that. 
The remaining four pressed on to DM and encountered a 
huge thunderstorm, typical of the southwest at that time 
of year. We climbed our formation to almost 50,000’ as 
we topped that massive storm. As we cruised over the 
top, I looked across the formation at that altitude and 
thought that it was fitting that we should be here as the 
F-106 was at her best flying high.

We landed at Davis-Monthan, and right there on the 
ramp popped corks on the bottles of champagne we 
brought and toasted each other and the beautiful birds 
that had served the USAF and us for so well and so 
long. After our champagne was gone and pictures taken, 
we headed for the O’Club for a final F-106 debrief 
wondering if Jazz was going to catch up.

Continued from Page 3

for July 1, 1987. Consequently, all 49th FIS personnel 
PCS actions were frozen to keep our squadron open for 
another year. 

This quick turn left us short on F-106 pilots as our 
squadron was paring down to accept F-15 pilots, 
and several left shortly after the initial closure date 
announcement. Maj. Gen. Buford Lary, 1st Air Force 
Commander, visited and promised our pilots who stuck 
it out and did not leave that he would ensure they got the 
assignments they wanted and USAF personnel looked 
for recently qualified F-106 pilots who could be sent to 
the 49th. Two were assigned, Lt. Col. Bill Thomas, who 
became our Operations Officer, and  Maj. Buck Lowery, 
who was pulled off NORAD staff and returned to the 
49th. Buck left the 49th two years earlier. 

At the time it seemed like a curse to be left with a dying 
weapons system for another year while others were off 
to newer airplanes, but it had advantages. Although our 
flying schedule was tapered as our airplanes left for 
the bone yard, we still had a fair amount of flying. The 
Detachment at Loring was quickly shut down, which did 
not result in any tears. We found we were a squadron 
of pilots who were all qualified to do everything. It 
made scheduling easier and resulted in great flying in 
an old but classy jet. Additionally, our maintenance was 
better than ever. Like our pilots, our maintainers were 
all experienced with the F-106 and did a fantastic job 
keeping the jets flying in spite of dwindling spares.

Pilots tend to fall in love with or hate the jets they 
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Last year we lost Harold Harper, a decorated 
P-38 pilot and 49th FSA member who served in 
the 49th during  WW II.  We didn’t know of his 
passing till recently and herein provide a short 
summary of his service.  

In 1942 Harold was assigned to North Africa with 
the 49th Fighter Squadron 
of the 14th Fighter Group 
where he competed a 
50-mission combat tour 
in England, Italy, Sicily 
and North Africa. He is 
credited with two aerial 
kills and was awarded the 
Air Medal with multiple 
Oak Leaf Clusters and 
the Distinguished Flying 
Cross.

Lieutenant coLoneL haroLd harper 
By A. Asterita

He then served in Korea initially flying P-51 
fighters, then assigned to train as an Aviation 
Physiologist.  He served as commanding officer of 
the Physiological Training Section at Mather AFB 
until the end of the conflict.  

Harold was discharged from active duty in September 
1953 and continued to 
serve as a reserve officer 
until 1968, at which time 
he retired with the rank of 
Lieutenant Colonel.  His 
civilian career was with 
the California Department 
of Fish and Game.  He 
retired from this agency 
in 1984.

The 49FTS is continuing to advance the future of 
the United States Air Force by 
producing tomorrow’s wingmen. 
As you may have read or heard on 
the news, there is a pilot shortage 
across the country. The 49FTS is 
doing its part to max produce the 
amount of professionals that we 
can in a single year. However, 
we are experiencing challenges 
in our own instructor cadre. 
Since there is a noticeable loss 
of qualified instructor pilots 
throughout the Air Force especially in the fighter 
categories, we are working to improve our manning in 
creative ways. One way we are doing this is by taking 
younger combat Air Force pilots and seasoning them 
into Introduction to Fighter Fundamentals instructors 
(IFF). Historically we received 4-ship flight leads 
whom have been in combat and are highly experienced. 
Nowadays we are challenged with seasoning younger 
aviators ourselves. 

We must produce credible instructors for the 
squadrons future. The training is a very grueling. It can 
take 6-9 months to become a qualified IP and there is 
minimal room for error. We have to get a new instructor 

49th Fighter training Squadron 
Report by Lt Col John “Clarence” Macasek, Commander

trained and qualified to fly the T-38C, but also to be 
a 2-ship and 4-ship flight lead. 
This upgrade also includes 
qualifications in formation, 
offensive/defensive basic fighter 
maneuvers (BFM), high aspect 
BFM, as well as basic surface 
attack and surface attack tactics. 
Obviously as you can see, there 
is a lot of instruction that needs 
to be accomplished to get an 
instructor ready to teach the IFF 
mission in the T-38C.
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By A. Asterita
conSidered But not accepted

In the March Hangman Newsletter you read about 
an aircraft interceptor proposal by North American 
Aviation in 1953.  It was an F-86D variant that 
carried 4 Falcon missiles internally. This aircraft was 
competing with the F-89H which was accepted into 
the Air Defense Command.

Here is another example, also submitted by North 
American Rockwell for a candidate in the Improved 
Manned Interceptor program (IMI) in 1973.  This 
proposal was a beefed-up A-5 Vigilante.  The basic 
A-5 was a Mach 2 Navy Attack aircraft which 
operated off aircraft carriers. 

Shown in the three photos is a model of the NR-
349.  It varied from the A-5 in that a third engine 
was added (3 J-79’s), it had a larger airframe to 
accommodate the added fuel, an advanced fire control 

system, and 6 Phoenix air-to-air missiles.  However, 
the IMI program did not proceed to fruition as the 
Soviet bomber threat became less important due to 
the growing ICBM threat.

In the next issue of the Hangman, we will have 
another example of an aircraft that was considered 
but did not make it into the inventory.


