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Greetings 49ers. 
We’re now gliding away from a long 

hot summer and into the Fall season. 
Isn’t it strange how we always seem to welcome a new 
season albeit the ‘old’ one isn’t that old? And the stores 
and shops do what they can to move things along and 
keep their profi t margins - now it’s Fall fashions, back-
to-school, season recipes, Halloween, and preps for 
Thanksgiving. Hey! No complaints; I think all these are 
opportunities to enjoy the good they offer as the seasons 
roll on.

I still relish and enjoy thoughts of our ‘Last Hurrah’ 
reunion back in May. Several actions were initiated at 
that great reunion. Two of them involve participation 
by Association members. One action is a sequel to the 
Mullinax fund as a new path to continue to purchase 
fl ight-suit nametags for new students assigned to the 
49th Fighter Training Squadron, thus maintaining our 
involvement and support of our active duty troops. At the 
May reunion, Christine and Don Wallace jump-started 
the process as the fi rst to sponsor a nametag purchase. 
Then Blair and Joan Hendershott; Paul and Mary 
Lockhart; and Lee and Alice Briner volunteered. Their 
contributions will extend the fund into 2022 and we 
thank them for their generosity.  This will be a continuing 
effort by Association members.

The second action is the attendance at memorial 
services held in France every year. These services for 
WW II aviators killed in action in France are an annual 
event in many towns and villages across France. In 2020, 

and thanks to the great efforts of our Association member, 
Nico Courtine, the memorial service will be held on 16 
April in Plan de Dieu; the Mayor of the nearby town 
of Violes will be the host. Bob and Cathy Elliott will 
join me in participating at this event. Other Association 
members are most welcome to join us; Henry and 
Everdene Salustro have expressed interest. Just send me 
an email if you’re interested in travelling to France and 
participating in this service. This year commemorates 
the 75th anniversary of the landing at Normandy, and 
dozens of events are being held in small towns in France. 
A good example is an event held on 16 August. You can 
see an excellent video of this particular service to fallen 
American fl yers at https://youtu.be/KskuplybF8M.

I am sad to report that the 49th lost our last Ace. Jack 
Lenox passed away on 14 August in Florida. Many of 
our Association members are grateful for the chance we 
had to know him and learn fi rsthand about the founding 
of the 49th Fighter Squadron, and to hear about his 
exploits building the legend and history of the 49th 
Fighter Squadron Association. Anyone who knew Jack 
was charmed and impressed; he was truly one of the 
great characters of the ‘greatest’ generation. We shall 
miss him. Jack’s obituary is included on page 6.

The article on page 5 by Lt Col Brian Benton 
helps perpetuate our great heritage. Lt Col Benton is 
commander of the 49th Fighter training Squadron and 
we appreciate his insight in keeping us abreast of the 
Squadron’s activities supporting the Air Force mission.

We were very pleasantly surprised when ‘out of 
the blue’ we were contacted by Lauren Smithhart, 
granddaughter of Joe Melanson. She was researching his 
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military experience and found he was in the 49th. You 
F-86D troops may remember him as he was stationed at 
Dow AFB back in ‘53 and ‘54. Check the article about 
Joe on page page 6 (info provided by Lauren. The article 
is a surprise present for her ‘grandpa’); Joe now lives in 
Fort Worth, Texas.

Another very pleasant surprise was an email by Carolyn 
Hazlett who was the first ‘Miss Interceptor’ in 1971. At the 
time, Carolyn flew in the back seat a 49th F-106. It was a 
memorable experience for her and in the email she asked 
if we knew of the pilot of her supersonic ride. I thought 
all this would make for a great article for our Newsletter 
and Carolyn was most cooperative in providing photos 
and she prepared the article on page 4. The Interceptor 
magazine was an Aerospace Defense Command monthly 
magazine distributed to all the active duty squadrons and 
the National Guard. It was very well written, entertaining, 
and focused on flight safety. Carolyn also sent me the 
final issue of Interceptor Magazine (October 1979). At 
that time, the Tactical Air Command took over the Air 
Defense mission.

Many of you have met Col ‘Greg’ Gregory who 
attended our May reunion. We are proud to have Greg 
as an association member and he certainly makes us look 
good. Greg’s experience in the 49th extends back to 1943 
as a P-38 pilot and his illustrious flying career includes 
being Commander of a U-2 squadron.  Greg authored the 
fascinating U-2 article on this page.

I hope you enjoy all the articles as they were prepared 
with your interests in mind; that said, I have a request. 
Since these Newsletters have been coming to you via 
email, I need to be sure that they are getting through, 
and not subject to the ‘delete’ button (consciously or 
unconsciously). Much time and effort goes into each 
edition and I get very little feedback from the more than 
200 addressees on the mailing list. As a target goal, I’d like 
to receive 20 responses, and then we’ll keep the printing 
presses going. I don’t care if they’re positive, negative, or 
neutral, just come back to me with 20 feedbacks.

Thanks 49ers; stay well; enjoy the new season, and 
God Bless America.

U-2 OPERATIONS ON AN AIRCRAFT CARRIER 
By Col (ret) ‘Greg’ Gregory, ‘49th FS 1943, 49th FSA 2019

Note: Col. Gregory piloted 55 different airplanes while in the Air Force, 
including a number of aircraft flown with the US Navy. He is one of a few 

Air Force pilots attaining Aircraft Carrier Qualification, off the USS Ranger.

I was named commander of the CIA’s 
U-2 Detachment at Edwards AFB 
shortly after Francis Gary Powers had 
been shot down over Sverdlovsk in the 
Soviet Union. The Agency was in the 
process of withdrawing all the U-2s from 
their foreign bases in Turkey and Japan, 
and consolidating all remaining aircraft 
and some pilots at Edwards.

The CIA recognized that Powers’ 
shootdown did not lessen the need for 
overhead intelligence, and prompted 
me shortly after my arrival on base to 
bring the unit up to the same high level 
of competence that it had enjoyed in the 

years leading up Powers’ mission. Within 
a month of my arrival at Edwards, we 
were challenged to complete a pair 
of simulated missions, and when our 
performance was found to be acceptable, 
we were soon assigned operational 
reconnaissance missions.

One of the consequences of the 
negative publicity that the CIA garnered 
from the Powers situation was that no 
foreign country would welcome even a 
semi-permanent U-2 base within their 
borders. That meant that intelligence 
gathering overflights were destined to be 
long affairs – up to 12 hours in duration 

Continued on Page 3
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after an aerial refueling capability was added to the U-2. In 
an effort to create basing options for the U-2, consideration 
was given to an idea that had fi rst been raised earlier in the 
Eisenhower administration – launching the U-2 from a US 
Navy aircraft carrier.

A feasibility study by the CIA’s Offi ce of Special 
Activities concluded that such an operation was technically 
possible, and very soon a three-part program was instituted 
under the cryptonym Whale Tale to prove the concept. 

Two cohorts of pilots were to be trained, and I made sure 
my name was on the roster for the second cohort. 

I began carrier landing fl ight instruction at Edwards on 
5 January 1964, fl ying Navy T2A trainers in simulated 
landings and takeoffs. We fl ew over 100 simulated 
missions under the tutelage of Commander Hubert, an 
expert Navy landing offi cer.  Once Hubert determined that 
we had progressed suffi ciently, we were sent to Pensacola 
for additional training, also in the T2A, that included actual 
carrier landings on the USN Lexington.

Just before take-off on our fi rst carrier landing attempts, 
the Navy required us to view a 30 minutes training fi lm 
of terrible, unsuccessful carrier landings. I don’t know if 
it was much of a confi dence builder, but apparently, all the 
pilots who went thru the training program at that time got 
a dose of that. They had every kind of landing you can 
imagine. They fl ew into the aft end of the ship, off the side, 
just an unbelievable number of crashes–there was not a 
good landing in that fi lm. 

We were trained to immediately go to full throttle the 
instant the tires hit the deck so that if our tail hook missed 
the arresting cable, we would be able to re-launch and 
be safely airborne. This was fortunate because on my 
fi rst landing the tail hook didn’t engage–it bounced over 
the arresting cables and I had to go around for a second 
attempt. Hubert called and said don’t worry about that, 
you made a good approach and good landing, and it will 
probably behave the next time. And so it did–the next 
landing was OK.

The fi nal phase of pilot training involved actual takeoffs 
and landings from the USN carrier RANGER. After a 
couple of further proof-of-concept fl ights which were only 
partially successful, it was time for me and my Detachment 
G pilots to take the controls. Pilot qualifi cation fl ights 
began on 9 March 1964. 

Seated in the cockpit of the U-2, I had the confi dence 
that came from knowing the aircraft well, and the belief 

that my carrier fl ight instruction would see me through to 
a successful qualifi cation. The engine was started a few 
minutes before launch. A catapult was not used – the U-2 
was far too frail and aircraft for that – and in any case, 
it had become evident that the lift characteristics of the 
U-2 would make for a quick launch. And that proved to 
be true for me.  The ground team had a bit of diffi culty in 
holding the aircraft down even before engine start when 
the headwinds picked up. And when the 16,000 lbs of 
thrust from the J-75 engines kicked and I began to roll out, 
I was airborne 1/3 of the way down the fl ight deck, and had 
climbed to 1000 feet of altitude before clearing the bow. It 
was quite a spectacle. 

The carrier qualifi cations all went well, and within two 
days all 8 U-2 pilots, including me, had completed the six 
take-offs and landings that were required to receive our 
carrier certifi cations.

Later, my Detachment was ordered to conduct a live 
mission from the RANGER to collect data over the 
French nuclear test sites in Polynesia – a mission that was 
conducted on May 19, 1964 with good results. 

The concept of carrier-launched U-2 missions had been 
proven, but the economics of the operation worked against 
further missions of this type, and only one further carrier 
launched mission was completed, this time with the much 
larger U-2R version in 1969 off the carrier AMERICA.

I don’t know how many Air Force pilots have also 
qualifi ed for carrier launches, but I’m betting the number 
is pretty low – and we got to be the fi rst!
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It was 1971. I had just finished 
a year of graduate school at the 
University of Northern Colorado. 
My five years in college had been set 
in times of change, needed change. I 
came home to Colorado Springs with 
a very feminist attitude. 

My dad, WWII veteran, retired Air 
Force, and civil service employee with 
NORAD, had entered a photo of me 
in a contest without my knowledge or 
permission. And, to make it worse, I 
had won!

I won a contest which would give me the title of 
“Miss Interceptor” for one year. I was to be the girl 
with a photo or photos and a safety message each 
month in the Interceptor Magazine. It took every 
ounce of patience and love for my father to smile 
and say how happy I was to be the slightly sexy 
adornment for a fighter/interceptor pilot safety 
magazine. The photo shoots were mostly painless, 
except for one or two. The photographer was very 
nice, and I think he understood my internal strife. 
My father was so proud and sent issues of the safety 
magazine to relatives and friends.

The highlight of the entire experience was a flight 
in an F-106 Delta Dart. I don’t think many civilian 
women had flown in fighter planes, so this was quite 
an honor. My father and I met the pilot at Peterson 
Field in Colorado Springs, and I was fitted with a 
flight suit. The wind was howling that day. As photos 
were taken of me under the plane, on the stairs/ladder 
to the cockpit, etc., my eyes were watering like crazy 
because of my contact lenses and the blowing debris. 
Not good for eye makeup, you know. We got into the 
cockpit, and I was buckled in and learned where the 
sick sack was, and told about the oxygen mask and 
all the other equipment. Then we took off.

 I have never been afraid of flying and take-offs or 
landings. This day my biggest worry was having to use 
that barf bag, because that would be so unladylike for 
Miss Interceptor. What a shame. When we were high in 
the sky, the pilot asked if I wanted to feel any G forces. 
I said “no”. He asked if I would like to fly upside down. 
I said “no”. I said no to everything that might make me 
sick. We flew from one corner of Colorado to the other. 
It was so exciting to look at the sky and the pilot helmet 
in front of me. We broke the sound barrier, which he had 
to tell me. After zooming around for I don’t remember 
how long, we landed, and I came out of the cockpit 
clean, with only an oxygen mask outline on my face. 
More photos as I deplaned, and smiles all around. If I 
could fly in a fighter jet today, I would tell the pilot to do 
anything he wanted, unless it would kill me, of course. I 
felt bad for the pilot of the F-106, because I didn’t allow 
him to show off his plane and skills.

I am now 70 years old. For me, this is the time for 
remembering fun and interesting events and people in 
my life over the years and reconnecting. This is the time 
for me to tell my long time friends about this interesting 
and unique experience I had as a 22 year old. Many of 
them have no idea that I was “Miss Interceptor” for a 
year, and that I did it because of my love for my father.

My MEMORAblE RIdE IN AN F-106 
Many years have passed since this memorable experience. In 1971. 

 I became “Miss Interceptor” and appeared in the Interceptor magazine 
every month for a year. There were several other “Miss Interceptors” 
in succeeding years, but I think I was the only one lucky enough to 

be allowed to fly in an F-106. 
Carolyn Hazlett, formerly Carolyn Moen

The following are the main points 
taken from the minutes of the 

business meeting on 4 May 2019 



Page 5

49TH FIgHTER TRAININg SqUAdRON
We are most pleased to have Lt Col Benton, Commander of the 49th Fighter Training

Squadron share his insights on the focus and operations of this great unit.
Lt Col Benton and the 49th FTS are the latest in a long series of commanders and
their fi ghter squadrons dating back to 1941. We point with pride at the 49th FTS.  

Good day from Columbus Air Force Base, my name is 
Lt Col Brian “Buck” Benton, and I am honored to lead 
the men and women of this squadron while keeping its 
heritage alive.  Everyday proud and professional Airmen 
walk the halls of the 49 FTS with the primary goal of 
growing as military aviators, leaders, and members of 
the profession of arms. As you know, we always look 
for ways to improve how we train the next generation 
of combat aviators. One of the ways we are adapting 
our instruction for students who will fl y the Air Force’s 
5th Generation Fighters (F-22s and F-35s) is by not only 
teaching them Basic Fighter Maneuvering (BFM) and 
Basic Surface Attack (BSA), but also training them in 
Tactical Intercepts (TI) and Opposed Surface Attack 
Tactics (Opp SAT).  Through these different scenarios, 
the students get exposed to a different set of challenges 
that will build their Situational Awareness (SA) and 
decision making skills closer aligned with 5th Gen 
Fighter tactics. This training not only better prepares 
the new Wingmen, but it keeps our instructor’s tactical 
aviation skills sharp for when they return to their fi ghter 
after teaching in the 49 FTS. 

 Jack Lenox
Passed on 14 August 2019

P-38 Ace in World War II

MISSINg MAN
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jACk lENOx jR
Jack was a beloved member of our Association since its inception.

We are all grateful to have known him and hear his stories. All who knew Jack was charmed
and impressed; he was a best example of the ‘greatest’ generation. Below is his obituary.

Jack Lenox, Jr. was born February 20th, 1922 
in Enid, Oklahoma. He passed away August 14, 
2019 in Shreveport, Louisiana. In WWII, he 
fl ew 51 combat missions over Europe where he 
became a P-38 Ace. He was awarded the Silver 
Star in 1944, and the Congressional Gold Medal 
in 2015. After 25 years, he retired as a Lt. Colonel 
from the Air Force, and went on to work for 17 
years at the Kennedy Space Center during the 
Apollo and Skylab programs. He was a member 
of the American Fighter Aces Assn., Order of 
Daedalians, Air Force Assn., and the Military 
Offi cers Assn. He was preceded in death by 
his wife of 59 years, Barbara Lenox, his son, Douglas 
Lenox, and daughter Michelle Bornstein. Surviving 
him are his son, Jack Lenox III, and his sisters, Virginia 
Seeley and Bobbi Hallmark. He has fi ve grandchildren, 
Jack Lenox IV, Meshell Hinton, Justin Walker, Trevor 
Walker, and Laney Lenox. A memorial service was held 

on August 23rd, 2019, at the Baldwin Brothers Funeral 
& Cremation Society located in The Villages, Florida. 
Following, there was an honor guard service at the 
Florida National Cemetery in Bushnell, Florida. In lieu 
of fl owers, Jack’s family suggested donations to your 
favorite Veterans charity.

wElCOME bACk jOE
The F-86D era of the 1950’s was an important time for our Association.

The 49ers serving then were the core group that transitioned the Association from the 
World War II era to include new (post war) members. They worked to establish the

by-laws and procedures that are in place today. Joe Melanson was part of that group and 
we are pleased to reestablish contact with him

It’s always a pleasure to be reestablish contact with an ‘old’ 49er who had 
been out of touch for many years. Such is the case with Joseph (Joe) Melanson. 
In searching through his military records, his granddaughter, Lauren found 
that he was stationed with the 49th at Dow AFB, Maine in 1953 and 1954. 
Joe was an aircraft and engine mechanic on the F-86D with additional duty 
as ‘barracks chief’. Lauren reestablish contact and I forwarded a few recent 
Newsletters for Joe which he read with delight. Joe is now a member of the 
FSA and lives in Fort Worth, Texas. Welcome back Joe.

It’s appropriate here to mention others from the F-86F/D era that were 
instrumental in transitioning the 49th to today’s Association.  These are Lee 
Briner, Mark Allen, Fred Vollbach, Staff McDougall, Bob Thomalen, Blair 
Hendershott, Henry Salustro, Paul Skoskie, Nels Carlson, and Randy DeBerg.  
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OPEN FOR bUSINESS
Special thanks to Bob Elliott for setting up quartermaster operations for the 49th FSA. 

Bob has catalogs and order forms for 49th embossed clothing including heavy, 
medium and light jackets, hoodies, shirts and hats. The montage below gives 

an indication of choices including patches.  Bob has the details if you are interested.  
Bob can be reached at navyp38f@gmail.com and at 423-360-3430.                                        
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Polo Shirt
Sweatshirt
(crew or hooded)
Jacket 
Lightweight
Medium
Heavyweight

Basball Hat
Visor Hat
Women’s 
Polo Shirt

For more options, 
call Bob Elliott
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1108 Villamay Blvd.
Alexandria, VA 22307

www.49thFighterSquadronAssociation.com

Commander - Anthony ‘Tony’ Asterita Treasurer - John ‘Jazz’ Jannazo
Secretary - Christine Wallace Web Master - Laura Davis

AdvANCEd INTERCEPTOR CANdIdATE -
THE xF-108 RAPIER

Considered but not accepted

The XF-108 Rapier was an advanced 
manned interceptor designed by North 
American Aviation in the 1950’s for the 
Air defense Command. Had it gone on to 
production, it would have served with the 
49th Fighter Interceptor Squadron. This 
very advanced aircraft would have had the 
same engines as the B-70 with a Mach 3 
and 80,ooo-ft altitude capability. However, 
it was never built beyond the mock-up 
stage. The program was terminated due 
to escalating costs and the Soviets giving 
high priority to strategic ballistic missiles. 
However, much value was realized from 
this program. For example, development 
of the fi re control system and air-to-air 
missiles continued and were used in the 
YF-12 and the Navy F-14 Tomcat.


